GREY
patience and foresight). His intellectual features, large, deep-set eyes, thin, silent mouth, revealed no traces of pretentiousness or ambition. He spent his week-ends simply in the woods, and verses of Wordsworth came more readily to his lips than Parliamentary speeches. He is no traveller, speaks no foreign language, breeds squirrels in the country, loves children, says little. When, however, he does get up in the House of Commons, all are attentive, for he speaks in an admirable style, without regard to the Gallery, and expresses modern ideas in the manner of an old English aristocrat.
For all that, he was not strong enough, with Europe in full anarchy, to keep clear of the network of alliances. He sailed too far from the coast, and in the end his ship was caught in the storm. Even he fell a victim to the great mistrust of all for all, and under the threat of the German naval expansion, after Berlin had refused i Haldane's suggestions, he went so far as to extend the old verbal understanding between King Edward and France into an agreement which provided that in certain circumstances, in case of an attack by a third party, England consented to undertake the protection of the north coast of France. The single document in which he involved his country in the possibility of war was a letter to the French Ambassador, Carribon, in which he promised, in case France were seriously threatened, to negotiate on the question of common action.
But this decisive letter, which was known to the Cabinet, had compromised England's freedom more than the words said. Grey himself believed he had a "free hand"; in reality he had imposed a moral obligation on England. The official consultations, and still more the private fraternisations between the Admiralties and General Staffs, had created an atmosphere which was bound gradually to stifle the free breath of the Foreign Minister. An able English historian, Dr. Gooch, speaks of "<& facto obligations" even where none exist in writing1; Lloyd George of an "obligation of honour" Churchill,
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